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Thanksgiving, 1956

By VICTOR PAUL WIERWILLE

The giving of thanks to God
for His divine favor can be
traced back to the dawn of
human history. But every
thanksgiving was accompan-
ied with a gift by the indi-
vidual making the offering.
Never once was it just from
the lips alone, but always ac-
companied by some expression
of the hand indicative of the
heart.

In the Old Testament alone
there are mentioned among

others of early times thanks-
giving offerings, dating back
to the time of the original
creation. The first one men-
tioned is the vegetable offer-
ing of thanksgiving, Genesis
4:3. There is the thanksgiving
offering accompanied by the
sacrifice of the firstling of the
flock. Genesis 4:4. The thanks-
giving of the burnt offering.
Genesis 8:20; Exodus 10:25.
The thanksgiving of the sacri-
ficial meal. Genesis 31:45. And
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the thanksgiving of the drink
offering. Genesis 35:14.

Thanksgivings of many
kinds have marked the prog-
gress of men and nations from
the days of antiquity. The
greatest day of thanksgiving
mentjoned in the Old Testa-
ment is that commemorating
the passover, the deliverance
of the Children of Israel from
the enslaving bondage of the
Egyptian taskmasters.

In the New Testament
thanksgiving is never depicted
as a day but as manner of life.
As a moment by moment
thanksgiving expressed in
thankfulness.

According to the Word of
God we should be:

Thankful to Christ. I Timothy
1:12.

Thankful in the name of
Christ. Ephesians 5:20.

Thankful in behalf of minis-
ters. II Corinthians 1:11.

Thankful in private worship.
Daniel 6:10.

Thankful in public worship.
Psalms 35:18.

Thankful in everything. 1
Thessalonians 5:18.

Thankful upon the completion
of great undertakings. Neh.
12:31.

Thankful before taking food.
John 6:11; Acts 27:35.

Thankful always. Ephesians
1:16; I Thessalonians 1:2.
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Thankiul as a remembrance of
God’s holiness. Psalms 30:4.

Thankful for the goodness and
‘mercy of God. Psalms 106:1.

Thankful for the gift of Christ.
IT Corinthians 9:15.

Thankful for Christ’s power
and reign. Revelation 11:17.

Thankful for the reception and
effectual working of the
Word of God in others. I
Thessalonians 2:13.

Thankful for deliverance
through Christ from in-
dwelling sin. Romans 7:23-
25.

Thankful for victory over
death and the grave. I
Corinthians 15:57.

Thankful for wisdom .and
might. Daniel 2:23.

Thankful for the triumph of
the Gospel. II Corinthians
2:14,

Thankful for the conversion of
others. Romans 6:17.

Thankful for faith exhibited
by others. Romans 1:8.

Thankful for love manifested
by others. II Thessalonians
1:3.

Thankful for the grace be-
stowed upon others. I Corin-
thians 1:4.

Thankful for the zeal exhibit-
ed by others. II Corinthians
8:16.

Thankful for the nearness of
God’s presence. Psalms 75:1.

Thankful for willingness to of-
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fer our property for God’s

service. I Chronicles 29:6-14.
Thankful for the supply of our

bodily wants. Romans 14:6,

7.

Thankful for all men. I Timo-

thy 2:1.

Thankful for all things. II

Corinthians 9:11.

According to the Word of
God thanksgiving should al-
ways be accompanied by in-
tercession for others, I Timo-
thy 2:1; by prayer, Colossians
4:2 and with praise, Hebrews
13:15. All the people of God
should come before God with
thanksgiving, Psalms 95:2;
magnifying God, Psalms 69:30
and should enter His gates and
courts with praise, Psalms
100:4.

In the Old Testament
thanksgiving was accompan-
ied by sacrificial acts which
were five in number: 1. Pre-
sentation of the sacrifice at
the door of the sanctuary by
the offerer himself as his per-
sonal act. 2. Laying on of
hands. The offerer placed his
hands on the victim's head,
thereby dedicating it to God
and making it his own repre-
sentative and substitute. 3.
Slaying the animal by the of-
ferer himself, who thus sym-
bolically accepted the punish-
ment due for his own sin. In
later years the priests slew the
animal. 4. Symbolic applica-
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tion of the blood. The priest
sprinkled it on the altar. In
specified cases as part of it
was put on the offerer, or it
was sprinkled before the veil
of the sanctuary or carried in-
to the holy place or even into
the holy of holies. 5. Burning
the sacrifice on the altar or
burnt offering.

The custom of thanksgiving
in our American way of thank-
ing and doing has somewhat
of a biblical background but
there are other reasons in-
volved. 1t is not solely a re-
ligious ceremony, the thanks-
giving of one race, but the
united thanksgiving of a di-
verse yet unified peoples of
a nation.

On December 21, 1620, 41
men and their families total-
ing 102 persons in all landed
on what is known as Plymouth
Rock. A number of years be-
fore this many families of
English descent purposely fled
from England to Holland be-
cause of religious persecution.
In Holland they were not only
free to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of their
hearts, but there they came
under the influence of a na-
tional thanksgiving day ob-
served by the Dutch in com-
memoration of their victory
over Spain in 1575. For ten
years the so called pilgrims
observed thanksgiving day

with their Dutch neighbors in
Holland.

The great famine in Holland
induced the pilgrims to set sail
for the new land. On Decem-
ber 21, 1620 this small band of
determined men and women
docked on the North American
continent. = The  following
spring after great hardships
during the long winter days
and months the crops were
planted in the little clearings
and among the trees. After the
crops had been harvested Gov-
ernor Bradford proposed a
time for thanksgiving and
showing of gratitude to al-
mighty God for the bounties
received in this land of hard-
ship and struggle. The date
was set, December 13, 1621,
Governor Bradford appointed
four of the best marksmen to
go hunting and to bring back
enough food for the feast
which lasted three days.

Only fifty-five of the one
hundred and two settlers had
survived the trying ordeals of
the new world. Only four
women left in the colony, but
these along with one servant
and a few young girls prepar-
ed the feast for the celebra-
tion. The pilgrims were join-
ed by ninety Indian braves
who brought five deer for the
occasion to Governor Bradford
as a token of peace. Elder
Brewster conducted the reli-
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gious service for this first
thanksgiving of the pilgrims
paying respect and gratitude
to almighty God.

The years rolled on. 1631,
the day, February 22, the city,
Boston, Massachusettes a

“Thanksgiving Day, the first of

which any written record re-
mains in the colonial records

of Massachusetts. The first -

regular printed thanksgiving
proclamation of Massa-
chusetts is dated 1677.

In the New England colo-
nies the thanksgiving observ-
ances were more regular than
in Massachusetts, for with
one exception for every year
sinch 1647, which was 1675 be-
cause of Indian massacres in
Connecticut, a special celebra-
tion was held. Up until 1668
the Church alone exercised
the right to the establishment
of holidays, after that the sys-
tem seems to have been one
year the civil authorities set
the date and the next the
Ecclesiastical.

The years went by. The con-
flicts between the various
colonies was healed. The unit-
ed strength of the 13 colonies
had defeated the British and
they were now an independ-
ent and free nation. George
Washington was the president
and it was September 25, 1789
when Elias Boudinot intro-
duced a resolution to the
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House of Representatives rec-
ommending that the United
States keep a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer.
Wonderful as this resolution
was there were reactions
against it, but the objections
were overruled, it was passed
and sent to the Senate for con-
currence. The Senate approv-
ed and appointed its com-
mittee to wait on president
Washington who complied
with the request. On October
3, 1789, President Washington
issued his proclamation call-
ing for a national day of
thanksgiving on Thursday,
November 26.

This was the first Presiden-
tial Proclamation of Thanks-
giving ever issued. Few Amer-
ican people know that shortly
thereafter this original proc-
lamation was lost. As a mat-
ter of fact it was lost for over
a hundred years. It was found
at an auction sale in 1921
where it was bought by the
Library of Congress for $300.

After 1789 there wasn’t an-
other national thanksgiving
day until 1864 when Mrs,
Sarah Hale who throughout a
number of years had been pro-
claiming the idea of a national
thanksgiving day each year,
wrote to President Lincoln
sending him a copy of Wash-
ington’s proclamation of 1789
and a letter in which she stat-
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ed: “To the service of that
Great and Glorious Being who
is the 'beneficent author of all
the good that was, that is and
that will be.” Her reward
came when President Lincoln
in 1864 set aside the last
Thursday in November as an
annual national thanksgiving
day. This custom continued
throughout the years wuntil
1939 when President Roose-
velt set aside the third Thurs-
day of November as the na-
tional thanksgiving day. His
change in date kept through
the year 1941,

Today, 1956 our annual
Thanksgiving Day will be ob-
served again on the fourth
Thursday of November, No-
vember 22nd.

This national Thanksgiving
Day should be the greatest day
of the year for the people of
our nation. The reason being
that we have had the protect-
ing hand and blessing of Al-
mighty God perhaps more so
than any other nation on the
face of the earth. But fre-
quently the danger of a bless-
ing is that we like the gifts so
much that we forget the Giv-
er. We enjoy our prosperity
but forget Him who prospers
us. We enjoy our freedoms but
neglect to give credit to him
who has freed us that is to
God Almighty.

A nation will be blessed and

stay blessed just so long as
she is thankful. When the peo-
ple lose their thankfulness for
His goodness and neglect to
offer unto God not only the
thanksgiving of their lips but
an offering of worth, that na-
tion and that people has writ-
ten its own epitaph. ‘
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For truly our freedom is at
stake, our very lives are being
threatened on every hand.
Only a genuine thanksgiving
to God this week will stem
the tide of evil and wrong, for
truly a thankful heart is not
the greatest virtue but it is the
parent of all others.
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Power for Abundant Living
Classes

Sept. 9-23—Van Wert, Ohio.

L. to R., Front Row: Mrs. Truba
Wears, Annely Wierwille, Mrs.
Dorthea Wierwille, Dr. V. P.
Wierwille, Fred Oechsle, Ruth
Grant. Back Row: Don Smart,
Mrs. Esther Placke, Norbert
Placke, Mrs. Helen Gehres, Paul
Gehres, Mrs. George Lindsey,
George Lindsey and Val Snyder.

Do you SHARE your copy of
THE WAY with others?
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Send your prayer requests to
Dr. Wierwille. He will pray and
minister to your need. Any mat-
ter he may be able to help you
with, do not fail to write or phone.
He is always ready and anxious
to help. Write The Way, Van
Wert, O. Phone—2827 or 22591.

Sept. 30-Oct. 14—Columbus, O.

L. to R. front row: Marie Ganz,
Selma Shinn, Dorthea Wierwille,
Dr. Wierwille, Mrs. R. Dunn,
Edith Trautman, Audrey Hamil-
ton.

Back row: Mr. & Mrs. A. Wai-
bel, Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Doersam,
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mansbride, Mr. &
Mrs. R. Carter.

The Dilemma of Foreign Missions

in India

Victor Paul Wierwille, Th.D.

(Continued from October Issue)

Chapter II

“KNUCKLING UNDER,” A
“SLAVE SYSTEM” OR ANNI-
HILATION

Foreign missions have devel-
oped a “slave system” in India,
by denationalizing the Indians
and making them adherents of
whatever foreign system they
were under. The missions have
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“done it all,” and as slave na-
tions always take the path of
least resistance because their
lives depend upon *“knuckling
under,” so Mission Christians in
India have done. They have not
exerted themselves, expressing
their own individuality. They
had a sense of security because
the missions saw to it that they
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had food, clothing and shelter,
so long as they were obedient.
Thus, why should the Indian
Christian exert himself? He had
learned long ago that it was far
better if he did not. The mission
and missionaries have ‘“done it
all” for so long that no one else
can do it, and if he could they
do not want him to, and if he
would dare to exert himself just
a little too much he would be
ostracized. Thus, the Indians just
continue to allow the missions
and missionaries and their na-
tive stooges to have their own
way, just so the Indian Chris-
tians have advantages.

Even at this stage in India, if
any Indian mission Christian
dares to withstand the “powers
that be,” the foreign ecclesiasti-
cal missions system, he is at
first wooed to return to the “fold
from whence he has strayed of
fallen.” If not responsive, and
submissive within a reasonably
quick period of time, he is total-
ly ostracized. This religious ex-
communication is not gentle as
you might think in this “en-
lightened” age. In many cases
litigations, persecutions, and

even starvation has been the re- .

sult. There are “no holds barred”
because the foreign mission sys-
tem of control must be main-
tained inviolate. Natives holding
highest positions in missions in
India, as well as foreign mission-
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aries who are members of the
denominational missions them-
selves, are important in India
only to the extent that they help
to maintain and propagate the
mission system. It is like a bird
in a cage. The bird is free with-
in the definite limits and bounds.
He is free inside of the wire
cage where he can chirp and
flit around, but is that freedom?
The moment he tries to free
himself from the system sur-
rounding him he comes into con-
tact with the wire encasement
which is difficult to break out of.
Should he happen to fly out just
at a moment when the door is
left ajar for a second he is im-
mediately pursued and if caught
put right back in the cage, for
he is valuable in the cage, but
not on the outside.

ANYONE who dares to defy
the established foreign mission
system is harrassed. Submit, and
the system will protect you-—
react, and the system will tend
to recapture you or persecute
and annihilate you. You will be
eliminated in one way or anoth-
er if you do not agree to the
system.

So long as an Indian minister
is in the good graces of the sys-
tem he can do almost as he
pleases: solemnize marriages,
conduct services of baptisms
and funerals and other activities.
But, dare he react against the

system and demand autonomy, a
National System without for-
eign control, his “mission au-
thorities” will immediately re-
port him even to the govern-
ment as no longer “fit.” It is a
permanent expulsion unless he
submits to their system next
week when he is immediately
declared “fit.”

This foreign ecclesiastical mis-
sion system is so powerful that
so long as their own denomina-
tional people work with and un-
der the system in an agreeable
and cooperative way, all is well
and good, but if not they too are
quickly dismissed and sent back
by the denominational mission
system that deputized them and
sent them as missionaries in the
first place.

THE ENSLAVEMENT OF HU-
MAN PERSONALITY:

The worst thing that the for-
eign missions have done is to en-
slave the personality of the In-
dian mission-Christians. The In-
dian mission-Christians seem
more to be instruments, tools,
and channels than people with
their own personality and in-
dividuality. Missionaries seem-
ingly know and enjoy the fact
that the average Indian mission-
Christian is not capable of “run-
ning anything” except wunder
their initiative and direction.
Thus, as missionaries they must
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always be consulted and called
upon to do it. This has afforded
missionaries places of power and
prestige with inflated egos.

The foreign missionary, how-
ever, is not solely to blame for
this hideous, worm eaten totter-
ing “power system” for he, too,
is just a “servant -of servants”
of a higher order. He is simply
hired and deputized to carry out
the policies laid down by for-
eign boards in Rome, the British
Isles, the Continent, and Ameri-
ca or wherever the headquarters
may be.

The Missionary Activities En-
quiry Committee at Nagpur, In-
dia, established by the Madhya
Pradesh Government, under the
chairmanship of Dr. Niyogi: We
had a discussion with him for
more than two hours concerning
matters of importance relative
to the subject we are consider-
ing. This committee placed their
opposition and criticism not
against Christian activities so
much as the SYSTEM, the
METHOD, the SPIRIT of foreign
missions, and the native stooges
in the system.

Hundreds and thousands of In-
dians have deliberately been
taught to worship in an unnatur-
al way, the “Western way,”
which most surely does not fit
into the culture or psychological
make up of the people of India
or the East.
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INDIAN CHRISTIANS: Directly
Dependents, Indirectly Depend-
ents, Independents—(“Safe” In-
dependents & ‘“Unsafe” Inde-
pendents):

The foreign ecclesiastical mis-
sion system looks upon Indian
Mission Christians as of three
types:

A ...Those Indians directly de-
pendent for their complete live-
lihood upon the missions. They
live and work in the mission
compound or are living in rented
quarters as a colony, but work
and are paid from the mission
treasury. These automatically
agree with the whole system
and those in charge—could not
afford to do otherwise.

B...Those Indians indirectly
dependent for their livelihood
upon the missions. For instance,
a daughter is employed as a
teacher in the mission school
and all her sisters and brothers
are in attendance at the same
school, yet the father is employed
elsewhere. These too must agree
with the mission system, else
the daughter loses her job and
the children are no longer af-
forded the opportunity of an
education.

C...Those Indian mission
Christians who have an independ-
ent means of livelihood. These
are again divided into two
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groups: The “safe” and the “un-
safe” Indians.

The “safe” Indians are those
who wholeheartedly concur with
the foreign system. These are
the “yes men” of the mission
system. These are the ones who
are sent abroad, (all expenses
paid) with scholarships, sent for
conferences, other religious con-
fabs, and appointed on the
“property boards.” These are ap-
pointed as officials being Indians
in the particular mission set-up
and they are givén other places
of prestige under the system.

Since it is primarily the
PROPERTY BOARDS where the
real foreign mission power and
control resides, these “safes” are
given pre-requisite positions on
that board and often act as
agents in cases where valuable
mission property is sold and
then of course expect to receive
the commission of a broker.

UPSURGE OF NATIONALISM:
A self-governing, self-supporting
and self-propagating Church in
free India:

“Unsafe” Indian Christians are
those who are rising up among
the people in all mission denomi-
nations who are struggling for
their own Indian system of re-
ligious administration, independ-
ent of all foreign control, and
are expressing themselves in be-

half of their nation and their
Christian rights as individuals.

These are not against the mis-
gionaries only that it is the
missionaries who are the ones
who have been primarily re-
sponsible for keeping the good old
system of control in force.
These Christians DO APPRECI-
ATE all the good that the for-
eign missionaries have done, es-
pecially in building the schools,
hospitals, ete., but they no long-
er will sell their souls for a
“mess of Western control mis-
sion pottage.”

With thousands of these I vis-
ited during my three months’
survey in India. Many are still
in the “system” but would come
out tomorrow if only there was
a leader to challenge their cause
for them. Many have come out
and are worshipping God in
their houses, others are wor-
shipping right out in the open-
air under a tree or even in the
hot sun, others are exerting their
rights and demanding that the
local mission property which was
built for them be turned over to
them for their use, still others
have  constructed temporary
“sheds” out of bamboo sticks
and palm branches.

You may not agree, yet, these
are the Christians who are re-
building the Church in India,
and if the Church in India is to
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continue as The Church of Je-
sus Christ it is these “unsafe”
Christians who will do it, and
not the present Indian mission
Christians.

The foreign ecclesiastical mis-
sionary system in India is fright-

.ened of this National Indian

Christian Movement in the coun-
try for fear that theyv and their
native agents will lose the con-
trolling influence which the ec-
clesiastical mission system has
accumulated. Had the foreign
system been built on sound prin-
ciples, why should they be
afraid?

MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
of missionaries and their “Free
Christians” in India:

Once the Hindus recognize a
man as their spiritual “Guru”
that man commands the respect
of ALL of them, but among the
mission system they say, as they
did of me, “What mission? What
denomination sent him? Whom
does he represent? What
Church? Is he in the fold of the
N.C.C. (National Christian Coun-
cil)? If so, then we will cooper-
ate, if not we will slander and
raise a big rumpus.” My per-
sonal experience, while in India,
corroborates this also.

I came for a three months’
survey about as unbiased as one
can be. I came to find out the
facts, not to criticize or find

Page 13



fault, but to engender good-will
between the people of America
and India on the people’s level.
Yet, because I spent the time

with both the Indian National

Christians as well as the Indian
mission-Christians and the for-
eign mission groups, the criti-
cism from the organized mission
system was very trying. Seem-
ingly, they would only have
been satisfied had I been with
them for their “conducted” tours.
But, I needed freedom to move
among many groups.

I would be invited by the so
called “Free Indians” to preach
in their Church, and foreign
missionaries would run around
and tell their people, who are
supposed to be “free,” not to

come to hear me. They even -

fostered the throwing of stones
and sent me their “official” no-
tices that I was not to disgrace
“their church” with my pres-
ence.

I would better leave off my
own experiences and get back to
our subject, but my personal ex-
periences while in India are an
interesting story in more ways
than one.

AN APOLOGY for alien system -

of Church administration in In-
dia:

In defence of the continuation
of the foreign mission system
they make the following re-
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marks: “We ecannot trust the
Indians.” Then who is to blame?
Have not the ones who cannot
trust them been in charge of
their training and guarded them
so well? Indians are not capable
of organizing anything.” The an-
swer can only be that the lead-
ership, independent of the sys-
tem, was never sufficiently en-
trusted to them so that they
could develop and learn to or-
ganize. “The work will not stand
if we go home.” That in itself
is all the commentary any honest
person would need of the quali-
ty of the work that has been done
in India by the mission system.

CHAPTER 1IN

STARTLING DISCOVERIES
National Christian Council (In-
dia)—a mouth-piece of foreign

bodies

Regarding the N.C.C. (Nation-
al Christian Council), we have
made some startling discoveries
which many of you may “kick
up your heels” about. But, facts
are facts and I must say that the
N.C.C. for the mest part is nei-
ther national, nor Christian, nor
a council for the nationalist
Christians in its strict sense.

The N.C.C. is not national be-
cause it DOES NOT represent
the indigenous Indian National
Christians, but it represents the
foreign  ecclesiastical mission

system which has wilfully per-
petrated this organization with
Indians at its head to make it
appear’ as being independent and
nationalistic.

The N.C.C. is not national for
it poses to represent the Indian
Christians without being respon-
sible to them. It is responsible,
and acts it, to those foreign mis-
sion systems whe fathered and
who continue to mother it. In-
dians dare not, nor may they,
question the N.C.C. for its ac-
tions. Only the “bosses” who pay
the “hired Indians” may ques-
tion them, and they are the for-
eign missionaries and their
“heads” in the system.

The N.C.C. may portray their
secretaries (six in number, I be-
lieve, getting large salaries) and
officers as Indians, which they
are by birth, but their thoughts
are conditioned according to the
system, and their livelihood is
dependent upon the continuation
of the system, the policies of
which are in fact dictated from
foreign headquarters.

The N.C.C. is designed to be
a “mouth piece” for the control-
ling foreign ecclesiastical mis-
sion systems who will join it.
Thus it is not, nor can it be, na-
tional even though it would have
all the world and even the In-
dian government to believe it.

Were the N.C.C. national it
would accept NO foreign system
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for the people of its nation. How
can it be national if it accepts
at this stage of national freedom
in India the Anglican Diocesan
system, The Scottish or Irish
Presbyterian, Swedish Episcopal,
etc. etc.,, hundreds more. This
foreign process has so denation-
alized the Indian Mission-Chris-
tians for the most part that they
will accept whatever system
“pays” the most and offers the
best.

If any man or any nation will
depend upon the system of a
foreign nation today, if that sys-
tem stops tomorrow that man
will accept a new foreign sys-
tem offered the second day.
When one is truly national he
will love his nation, its heritage
and culture, but if he is dena-
tionalized he is susceptible to
any and all foreign powers be
they ecclesiastical or political.

The national urge and self-re-
spect, the love for India like we
Americans have for America and
the British have for England,
does not appear to be found
among multitudes of the Indian
mission-Christians. Their loyal-
ties seemingly for many years
have been directed towards the
west because their livelihood
came from that direction as did
their system.

As long as the India mission-
Christians remain under ANY
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foreign ecclesiastical system, be
it from ANY outside direction,
they can not be what their na-
tion has a right to expect.

N.C.C. THE OFFSPRING OF
w.C.C.

The N.C.C. is for the most
part not Christian because one
of its chief manifestations has
been political. It poses as the of-
ficial intermediary between the
government of India and the In-
dian mission-Christians. It has
suffered from a chronic spiritual
malnutrition which was voiced
and evidenced by its parent, the
World Council of Churches, in
its ecumenical meeting at Evans-
ton, U.S.A., when its representa-
tives did not agree that Jesus
Christ is the Hope of the World,
and who could not even come
to the Lord's Table together.
They are neither one in spirit
with Christ nor in practice.

Today the Christian Church in
India, and in the world for the
most part, is faced with a situ-
ation similar to that with which
it was faced in the days before
the reformation. A church held
together not by the Word of God,
but by the doctrines and theories
of men. Both popish Rome and
apostate Protestantism have one
thing in common: they refuse to
accept the Word of God as final
and complete. Where Rome adds
to the scriptures, the followers
of the World Council of Church-
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es and its affiliates subtract. Tha
sin is the same. Yet, instead of
being morally honest, even if
not spiritually, and withdrawing
from the Christian fellowship
taking their places in the unbe-
lieving world, these propaga-
tors have infiltrated the largest
groups of Protestantism and pro-
pounded their non-Christian
teaching under the cloak of
Christianity and the Bible. They
seek to foment a type of unity
for which the Lord never prayed.

Church World Service under
the N.C.C. and its adherents is
giving to those who agree with
the system but NOT the National
Christians. The “gift benefits”
are mostly for the “mission” and
their employees. The poor na-
tional Indian Christians remain
in their misery and get no help.

N.C.C. (India) COUNSELS
ALIEN MISSIONS & THEIR
STOOGES ONLY:

The N.C.C. is not a council
as it counsels not for the nation-
alist Indians, but for and in be-
half of the foreign missions sys-
tems who compose it, and in be-
half of those denationalized In-
dian Christians who submit and
agree to its foreign policy and
control.

Foreign mission policy deci-
sions are made by:

1. Missionaries on the field and
their Indian sympathizers.

2. Ministers and supporters of
the “sending” churches and de-
nominations. .

3. Secretaries and leaders in
the foreign mission boards and
denominations.

HOAX OF THE CHURCH UN- .

ION IN INDIA:

There is much talk about the
United Church of Northern In-
dia and the Church of South
India as representing the true
Indian National Church. Their
very success has chiefly been
propaganda in the West and is
a curse to the Indians because
the “United Church” has little
or nothing in its life and witness
which the national Indians de-
sire and need.

It is not a union but at best a
consolidated federation of for-
eign mission politics, designed to
keep in vogue the foreign sys-
tems if and when the foreign
missionaries are not re-admitted
to India. The N.C.C. and United
Church representatives, who are
the official Indian delegates for
the ecumenical confabs in the
West, merely echo the opinions
which their “pay-masters” the
foreign boards are propounding.
Another fact needs to be made
known and that is that the “In-
dian Church” is not paying their
salaries as we have been propa-
gandized to believe. The “In-
dian Churches” are so poor, how
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could they pay salaries and trav-
elling and daily allowances
which I understand are in four
figures?

The whole subject of the so-
called “Church Union in India”
directed by the N.C.C. is not a
change of heart, motive or strat-
egy on the part of the foreign
missions systems, but an emer-
gency measure by the foreign
boards and missionaries plus
their denationalized Indian lead-
ers to endeavour to hold the
foreign  ecclesiastical mission
systems in vogue, intact and in
control. The propagators may be
sincere in their thinking and ac-
tions, but sincerity is no guar-
antee for truth.

A LUDICROUS PARTNERSHIP:

The adherents of the N.C.C.
and its official representatives
will say and try to have us to
believe that the Indian Church
is free and that the foreign mis-
sions are simply a “partner-
ship” arrangement. They will
say, “Isn’t there an Indian at
its head and are they not all
Indians . on the governing
board?”

The answer is they are Indian
and this is the fraud they are
sucessfully palming off on most
people; they are about as free
as was the Viceroy’s council in
India before the independence of
India in 1947. All were Indians
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with the exception of the Vice-
roy and one or two others in the
entire council. If they were po-
litically free at that time why
did Mahatma Gandhi continue to
work for freedom? The British
propagandist said at the time:
“What does that naked Fakir
Gandhi want? Look, they are
their own people Indians, run-
ning the government.” Yet the
struggle for freedom went on,
for those Indians in the Council
served only as “mouth-pieces”
for the British, which history
quickly revealed.

A similar situation prevails to-
day in the “Christian” religious
field. Freedom will not be the
National Indians’ heritage until
the present foreign missions sys-
tem is discontinued.

THE SOUL OF INDIA GROANS
FOR A FREE NATIONAL
CHURCH:

A “make-believe,” propagated
by the denationalized Indians,
in behalf of their foreign-con-
trolled mission system, is that
the Indian Churches are truly
Indian and indigenous, having
Indians as pastors and Indians
on the governing boards.

They are not free and national
because the SYSTEM IS SUCH
THAT THE FINAL DECISION
is still directed by the foreign
missionaries, who in turn are
responsible to foreign boards in
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foreign lands. The ULTIMATE
decision, the LAST word, the
FINAL authority does not reside
with the actual local benefici-
aries, but with the foreign mis-
sion boards abroad or their cre-
ations in India.

The “United Church of North
India” and the “Church of South
India” are for the most part
nothing more than united mis-
sions, actually controlled by the
collective decisions of the foreign
mission boards. :

The local congregation in the
mission compounds is made up
largely of the employees of the
system and since the resources
of the foreign missions are far
more abundant than that of the
local congregation, the local
leadership is dwarfed and even
where the local church has been
turned over for management to
the Indian church body plus the
other mission work they remain
as controlled as when the for-
eigners were actually in the po-
sitions, because the SYSTEM is
not changed. Thus INDIANIZA-
TION of the Church is NOT THE
ANSWER, for they have not
been freed of the system.

' CRIME AGAINST THE INDIAN

NATION & THE CHURCH:

Foreign missions have such lit-
tle spontaneous spiritual expan-
sion in them on a national basis.
The Indian mission-Christians

under the foreign system arc
“spiritual hitch-hikers” if not
parasites. A spiritual starvation
diet plus a foreign system of
cantrol always produces dena-
tionalized and nominal Chris-
tians. This foreign ecclesiastical
mission system has led to spirit-
ual sterility and in many cases
is begining to manifest itself in
antagonism to the sponsors.

More than a century of this
same foreign system has so de-
nationalized the Indians that
they have been for the most part
solely dependent upon foreign
authority, foreign leadership and
foreign money. This system has
so isolated the Christians from
their neighbors, the non-Chris-
tians, who are their fellow-coun-
try men that the common life of
India has been hurt.

All foreign systems tend to
create the inevitable separate-
ness which causes isolation and
makes it almost impossible for
the missionary to be identified
with the culture of the people.

Mission WORK in India has
dwarfed the “making of disci-
ples of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The mission strategy has been
and is a composite of better
farming, medicine, education,
chicken raising, livestock breed-
ing, etec. etc., with the hope that
SOMETIME the Christian life
will become known and take
root. They rationalize their ac-
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tions by saying, ‘“We are in-
terested in establishing good-
will and brotherhood, and not
in establishing the Church and
imposing our faith upon any-
one.” Thus the missions gave
education, rice, compounds,
schools, churches, hospitals, mis-
sion houses, salaries, positions,
free trips to Europe and Ameri-
ca, denominations and most of
all a foreign church administra-
tive system of legislation and
control.

_The very system that may give
prestige to an American in
America or character to an Eng-
lishman who is an Anglican in
England means enslavement in
India. For instance, can an In-
dian ever become the spiritual
head of the Church of England?

CHRISTIAN WORK: SPIRIT-
UAL VS. INSTITUTIONAL:

Facing this spiritual dearth,
the missionaries tended to build
their own colonies known as
compounds where the adherents
to the foreign mission system
could live and thrive. Here they
built houses for the missionaries,
churches, schools, hospitals,
leprosariums, orphanages, etc.
etc.,, because the spiritual im-
petus and success was lacking,
institutional work looked more
tangible, solid and rewarding.
The buildings were at least there
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and visible to the supporters and
donors. If people were not be-
coming Christian in sufficient
numbers, so what, at least a
“great work” was being done
and the attitude of SOME-
WHERE, SOMETIME, SOME-
HOW they will become Chris-
tians permeated their thinking,
attitudes and actions.

Thus having such meagre suc-
cess in discipling people for
Christianity, the institutional
work was developed under the
foreign system and the SECOND-
ARY aims of Christianity be-
came the PRIMARY concern of
missionaries and missions sys-
tems. These multifarious activi-
ties relegated the real cause of
missions into a secondary place
and a casual but honest visitor
to almost any mission station
might inevitably come away
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with the idea that the Church is
only a small portion of the mis-
sion, but that its MAJOR em-
phasis lies in mission WORK and
not the Church.

As electricity flows best where
there is a good point of contact,
so does genuine Christianity. In-
dians have been MISSIONIZED,
but not spiritually CHRISTIAN-
IZED. Spiritual inabilities and
defeats have caused foreign mis-
sions to steer away from the
primary task of Christian mis-
sions to secondary undertakings.
They sincerely and successfully
in most instances defend the
change-over to the more mun-
dane things, secular, with spirit-
ual connotations, not only to
themselves, but to their home
boards and the individual
churches and people who spon-
sor them.

We Need Your Prayers
We Need Your Love
We Need Your Cooperation

We Need Your Faithfulness

We at the home of The Way International work
faithfully day after day to bring to you the greatest
truths from the Word of God and facts concerning
world wide Christianity.

We need you as our faithful partner, as our co-
laborer to help us to help you and others.

We know that the Bible says that faithfulness is
the greatest asset in a servant. We are being faithful
to God’s Word and you are helping us to get it out
by your faithfulness to us.

Write to me today. Let me present your needs
before our Heavenly Father. I will stand with you—
you stand with me.

In His Service,
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Victor Paul Wierwille
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PUBLICATIONS

by Dr. Victor Paul Wierwille

Title Price
Abundant Life Booklets .... 10 for $1.00; 30 for $2.50; 50 for $3.50
Answer, The (Study in I John) ... . .50
Caravan Album of Verse, The (Vol. I} ... .50
Caravan Album of Verse, The (Vol. IT) ... .. .50
Christian Qutlook on the Marriage Relationship, The ....... .15
Cross in the Broken Body or Healing in the Holy Com-

TIUIEOTL oot enec st e ememe st enenme e srmcar .40
Dilemma of Foreign MisSions .. ..o .30
Joy of His Fellowship, The ... 15
My Tithing Account BookK ... . 25
Receiving the Holy Spirit Today (Third Edition) ........... 3.00
Studies in Abundant Living (Listed below) ... .25
Studies in Human Suffering ........... e et 75
Studies In Prosperity ...t 75
Your Life in the Light of Christ ... e ea e .35
Your Mountain-Top Check BooK ... 50

THE WAY SHEET MUSIC

More Abundant Life .. .25
Realization ..o .60
Sons 0f GO ..o .25
Jesus My Savior ..o 25
Hymn of Cannes ... s .60

ORDER DIRECTLY
from

THE WAY, INC.
VAN WERT, OHIO
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10.

11.

THE WAY TESTIMONY OF BELIEF

We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments as verbally inspired by God and inerrant in the
original writing and that they are of supreme, absclute
and final authority in faith and life.

We believe in one God manifested as Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

We believe that Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true
man.

We believe that man was created in the image of God;
that he sinned, and thereby brought immediate spiritual
death, which is separation from God and also physical
death which is the consequence of sin; and that all hu-
man beings are born with a sinful nature, and, in the
case of those who reach moral accountibility are sinners
in thought, word and deed.

We believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, as a representative and substitute for us;
and that all who believe in Him as their personal Lord
and Saviour and that He was raised again from the dead
are justified and made righteous on the ground of His
eternal redemption.

We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of
our Lord, His ascension into heaven and in His present
life there for us, as high priest and advocate.

We believe in the blessed hope of Christ’s return, the
personal return of our living Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus
Christ are born again of the spirit of God, receiving eter-
nal life and thereby children, sons of God.

We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the
everlasting punishment of the lost.

We believe in the receiving of the fullness of the holy
spirit, the power from on high, plus the corresponding
nine workings of the Spirit, for all born again believers.
We believe we are free in Christ Jesus to receive all that
He accomplished for us by His substitution and promised
us in His Word, according to our believing faith,
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