Our Times

Will we keep the Liberty Bell “ringing” ¥

Recently I traveled to Philadelphia
and was welcomed by The Way

believers at Independence Hall. It was
exciting for me to stand at that historic
place by the statue of General George
Washington. Here The Way believers of
the Northeast Region presented me
with a large solid sterling silver key that
unlocks the door to Independence Hall
and the following framed citation:

“Dr. Wierwille, Independence Hall, as
you know, is where the Declaration
of Independence was adopted, and
therefore the birthplace of our nation.
In 1776, an elite group of patriots
including George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Jefferson unlocked
the front door of Independence Hall,
and when they emerged, a new nation
had been born.

“Recently, a mint edition of exact
replicas of the key these men used to
enter Independence Hall was issued
from solid sterling silver. There are only
five hundred of these keys and each one
actually opens the door to Independence
Hall. Of the five hundred, only one had
not been spoken for, and this one was
being held by the company which
minted the keys.

“Over two hundred years later, we
are gathered together in the same city
where our nation began.

“Just as the renewed mind is the key
to individual freedom, so the Word
of God that you have taught us is the
key to our nation’s independence.

“Never before in the history of the
United States has one man done so
much to open so many doors of inde-
pendence for so many people.

“Therefore, Dr. Wierwille, on behalf
of all the believers in the Northeast
Region, we are proud to present to you,
America’s greatest patriot, the last
replica of the key to Independence Hall.”

Independence Hall always takes my
mind back in history to what those men
who signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence were and did. Do we have great
patriots today who would pledge their
lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor?

What kind of men were the fifty-six
who signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, in ‘spite of the fact that they
knew if they were captured the penalty
was death? These fifty-six men were not
wild-eyed, undisciplined, uneducated

fools and rabble-rousing ruffians. Many
were soft-spoken, loving, family men;
men of means and education, successful,
and with positions of influence and
prestige.

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.
Eleven were merchants, nine were
farmers and large plantation owners.
Five signers were captured by the
British as traitors, and tortured before
they died. Twelve had their homes
ransacked and burned. Nine of the
fifty-six fought and died from wounds
and the hardships of the Revolutionary
War.

weeks later he died from exhaustion and
a broken heart. Norris and Livingston
suffered similar fates. All of these men
had security, but they valued freedom
and liberty more.

These men laid the foundation for
our independent country. Will we keep
the Liberty Bell “ringing” by pledging
to each other our lives, our fortunes
and our sacred honor? This must be a
generation-by-generation commitment.

Our time at Independence Hall was a
moment I shall never forget. Later, I
met with all our leadership from the
states of Maine, Massachusetts, New
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Truth is forever

on the scaffold,

with attempted guillotining
by the momentarily
assigned and

appointed executioner.

J

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy
planter and trader, saw his ships swept
from the seas by the British navy. He
sold his home and properties to pay his
debts, and died in rags. Thomas McKeam
was so hounded by the British that he
was forced to move his family into
hiding almost constantly. His pos-
sessions were taken from him, and
poverty was his reward. Vandals or
soldiers or both looted the properties of
Ellery, Clymer, Hall, Walton, Gwinnett,
Héyward, Ruttledge and Middleton.
Francis Lewis had his home and prop-
erties destroyed. The enemy jailed his
wife, and she died within a few months.

John Hart was driven from his wife’s
bedside as she was dying. His fields
and his grist mill were laid waste. For
more than a year he lived in forests
and caves, returning home after the war
to find his wife dead, and his children
vanished, nowhere to be found. A few

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and
Vermont. Finally, we had a public
meeting at the Sheraton Hotel in
Philadelphia with more than 2,300
crowded into the ballroom. We then had
an after-meeting with all our WOWs.
They told of their successes in seeing
many lives changed, reclaimed and
made into fine American citizens
and true believers.

We traveled through the night, and
the next morning were greeted on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial by
hundreds of our Way believers welcoming
us to Washington, D.C. There we held a
reception for the senators and repre-
sentatives and their wives from the five
states where we have training centers:
Ohio, Indiana, Kansas, Colorado and
New Mexico. Also we met with Am-
bassadors from the foreign countries
where we have substantial research and
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teaching ministries.

It was exciting to go from Philadel-
phia’s Independence Hall, where the
Declaration of Independence was signed
and men pledged their lives, their
fortunes and their sacred honor, to the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial, where
a man is honored who gave his all that
this nation under God might be pre-
served as a union of states and a true
republic. These sites make a man’s
heart beat with historical excitement to
think about what men in the past have
believed, stood for and done. At least
that is how I feel every time I stand
at Independence Hall in Philadelphia
and at the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C.

From the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial, with the Washington Mon-
ument at my back, I spoke to our
assembled patriots and believers the
following:

“Shakespeare, in Act II of ‘As You
Like It says, ‘All the world’s a stage and
all the men and women merely players.
They have their entrances and their
exits.” But, during those years of en-
trances and exits, men usually want
to be lord—lord it over other men even
more so than things. Frequently, how-
ever, things and men go together.

“Truth is forever on the scaffold,
with attempted guillotining by the
momentarily assigned and appointed
executioner.

“In the same Act II, Shakespeare
says, ‘Blow, blow thou winter wind.
Thou art not so unkind as man’s in-
gratitude.’ :

“The inhumanity of man to man is a
revolting commentary on cruelty of
man, who, by his very nature, is prone
to hate God and his neighbor.

“No freedom is acquired without a
price, and no freedom is maintained
without equal determination with which
it was won.

“It takes a great deal of knowledge-
able inspiration, work and perspi-
ration to make a champion. It takes
even more to keep him a champion.

“In our nation, which is a republic
and not a democracy, we won four
major freedoms at a price. With self-
commitment and determination we
must see to it that these freedoms do
not evaporate: freedom of assembly,
freedom of speech, freedom of the
press and freedom of religion.”

Flourishing in God’s
Righteousness

Dear Dr. Wierwille,

God bless you in the wonderful
name of our risen lord and savior,
Jesus Christ.

We, the Florida Corps, want to
thank you for confirming us in the
truth of God’s Word. Most of us went
through confirmation hungering and
thirsting for spiritual food and were
never fed. We thank God that you
were able to sit at His table and sup
with Him. Since that time you have
endeavored to constrain others to sit
with you at that table and to flourish
in God’s righteousness.

We would like you to have this gold
charm on your 50th confirmation
anniversary. Gold represents the 50th
anniversary and the palm represents
the fruitfulness and faithfulness of
your stand since the day you were
confirmed. The palm also represents us
as the state of Florida. We would like
you to wear this on your confirmation
chain along with whatever else you
carry on it. When you look upon the
palm, may you reflect on all the fruit
God has added to your life and may
you continue to utilize 100% of your
ability to His glory.

The state tree for Florida is the
Sebal Palm. The palm tree signifies
prosperity and the flourishing of the
believer’s walk.

Psalms 92:12-15:

The righteous shall flourish like the
palm tree: be shall grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.

Those that be planted in the bouse of
the Lord shall flourish in the courts of
our God.

They shall still bring forth fruit in old
age; they shall be fat and flourishing;
To shew that the Lord is upright: he is
my rock, and there is no unrighteous-
ness in him.

As you know, every part of the
palm tree is used to serve God and His
people. It is God’s tree. Its fruit is the
people’s and is available throughout
the whole year. From January through
March, one can climb to the top of the
tree and drink the milk of the fruit
like coconut milk. During the second
quarter, the fruit can be eaten like a
pear. During the third quarter, it is like

an apple, and during the fourth
quarter the inside can be eaten like a
coconut.

The fruit of your life has been
before us as long as we can remember.
You have never withheld the fruit of
righteousness in your life. Your life
has always benefited the Corps and
those faithful in Christ Jesus. You
truly exemplify to us the palm’s
flourishing.

Another aspect of the palm is its
leaves. They grow to about two inches
wide, four to five feet long, and 1/8th
inch thick. Before paper was invented,
palm leaves were prepared in a special
way and used in record keeping. The
leaves were cut to a certain length and
then an iron pen was used to write on
them. It was an art. The iron pen is
used for writing on the leaf which is
then soaked for three days, after
which the leaf is white and the writing
is green and it always will be . . . for
hundreds and thousands of years. Job
mentions the writing with the iron pen
and how what was written was pre-
served forever. Your words, because
they have been rightly divided, will
flourish forever. Man’s words come
and go, but God’s Word abideth
forever.

The roots of the palm are used as
medicine for many things. They are
ground up into a powder and taken.
The palm beams are used for house
roofs. The insects do not eat the palm
tree as other trees. While other woods
would not last over 10 years due to
the ants and termites, the palm would
last indefinitely. The palm grows
uprightly, 80 to 90 feet tall. It is that
straightness that exemplifies your
straightforwardness and accuracy with
God’s Word. You have walked uprightly
before Him all the days of your life.

Every aspect of the palm tree is of
benefit in service to mankind. Like
the palm tree, a righteous man should
be useful in service to God from his
head to his toes. This only comes with
dedication to God. You have shown us
by example how to serve the living and
true God because of your example of
faithful service. You have not held
back from the Corps, nor from any of
those who are hungering and thirsting
after righteousness.

Palms were among the “goodly”
trees, used in the celebration of the
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