OUR TIMES

Our Days and Weekends in the Word
have been a magnificent blessing to me
this year as I have traveled around the
country. Wherever I went, I was refreshed
by the enthusiasm and love of our
people.

At these occasions, the years of
Biblical research I have spent come back
to my mind, and joy wells up inside me
as I think of what is available to you
today through The Way Ministry in
book and magazine form, setting forth
the accuracy of God’s Word. This
research took me years to work out,
and now you can see the depth of it in
just a few short hours of reading. Any
person who works this material will
have a fantastic opportunity to see how
the Word works.

I have had the opportunity over the
years to see much of how God’s Word
works. When I speak of research among
our believers, I do not mean, primarily,
discovering something new in the Bible.
I mean establishing in your heart the
wonderful truths of God’s Word—to
the end that these truths are your own;
you can understand them, you have
mastered them.

Someone who has been exposed to
the Word for only a short while (such
as a new grad of the foundational class
on Power for Abundant Living) perhaps
could not do as much with it as I could,
but this is simply because of time.
Any individual can work the Word of
God and understand it.

I have never said that I am a Bible
scholar; all I know is that I love God,
I love His Word and I want to help
people. I do know something about
God’s Word, because I've been in that
field for quite a few years, but I always
feel humbled when I come to the Word,
because I know its magnified greatness.
When we teach God’s Word, we are
responsible to God for what we teach
and to each person to whom we teach it.

One of the predominant concerns in
my life has always been “not handling
the Word of God deceitfully.” I abso-
lutely never want to wrongly divide
God’s Word if T can help it. So, I come
to the Word with great respect and
admiration with the inner feeling that
the one thing I want to do is stand
approved before God by rightly dividing
His Word.

HOW THE WORD WORKS

I have always tried to do my best.
During my early years of Biblical re-
search, I sometimes did not know enough
to be accurate in my teaching. However,
I have never felt ashamed to say, “I was
wrong when I taught this to you, but
I have learned more since, so let’s try
it again.” That’s part of the beauty of
our research ministry—in the course of
our work, things come up that mean we
will have to change our minds, but
what is wrong with that? Changing your
mind keeps you fluid.

In working the Word, there are
three basic keys that you will recognize
from the Foundational Class: God’s
Word interprets itself first, in the
verse; second, in the context; and
third, as it has been used before. These
are axiomatic, simple truths that you
apply when you read anything. If you
will remember these three keys, I would
say you can handle 85-90 percent of
the Scriptures accurately.

In addition to using these basic
keys whenever I read the Word, I am
always particular about pronouns, verbs,
the usage of cases and other grammati-
cal details. For example, every time I
read the word “of” I stop and check to
find out accurately what it means,
because there are seventeen different
usages of the pronoun “of” in God’s
Word.

The best way for me to do this type
of work is privately. I need to be alone
in my office away from interruptions
and people’s questions where I can get
into the depth of it. This is the way
I worked God’s Word when I discovered
the truth that Jesus Christ was crucified
on a Wednesday and raised on Saturday.
Finding truths like this made me “stand
out like a sore thumb” in so-called
Christendom.

For almost fifteen years, no one
thanked me for what I taught. People
did not accept much of my heart and
life. When I shared with them what I
had found in God’s Word, they would
shout, “Heresy!” But Dr. E. E. Higgins
told me one night after I taught at the
LaSalle Hotel in Chicago that I taught
like Bullinger wrote. Then she took
me up to her office in the hotel and
gave me her copy of How to Enjoy the
Bible. Back in the early 1900’s, Bullinger
had found and seen many of the things

in the Word that [ was finding. Reading
his book was like getting a drink of cool
water from a desert oasis. I still have a
great respect and love for the work
of E. W. Bullinger, which will stand as
a monument until the return of Christ.

I have no “axe to grind”’ and no
animosity against any individual, group
or denomination. All I want to do is
sharpen my life on God’s Word. I am
not telling them what to do, nor do I
want them to tell me what to do. I
simply want to move the Word. I know
this is the same way you feel in your
Twigs.

Yes, The Way International is a
Biblical research and teaching ministry.
We are an independent group, centered
around nonpartisan research in matters
pertaining to the Bible, God’s revealed
Word and will. As we master how the
Word works, establishing the simple
truths of it in our own hearts, we will
be able to share it with others fully
and accurately so that it can prevail
in their lives also.

God bless you abundantly. I'll see
you at our glorious homecoming,
Rock of Ages ’79.
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by Joyful Noise

To order: Send $6.00 plus
5% shipping to The Way
International Bookstore, Box
328, New Knoxville, OH
4587 1. Ohio residents add
4% tax.




